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Planting specifications in this manual represent the accepted industry standards, as of 2003.  

Please contact the Landscape Contractors Association (1.800.825.5062) for the current 

Landscape Specification Guidelines. The International Society of Arboriculture also publishes 

acceptable planting specifications (1.217.355.9411). It is recommended that tree care 

professionals such as nursery technicians or arborists install and maintain plants within the 

landscape.  It should be noted that all plants required under the Dublin Code must be properly 

installed and remain healthy in perpetuity.  Please refer to the planting detail and guidelines 

for more information.  
 

Important Phone Numbers:

Division of Planning (Landscape Inspector, Landscape Planner) (614)410-4600   Fax-(614)410-4747

Division of Grounds and Facilities (Forester, Horticulturist)       (614)410-4700 Fax-(614)761-6512

Additional information including City Code Requirements, Contact Information, and Important 

Forms available at our website: http://www.dublin.oh.us
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Purpose: This manualprovidesinformation on plant speciesthat haveperformed

well in Dublin, Ohio. The results from several years of landscapeinspections

performedby the municipality were usedto compile theselists. This manualalso

describesacceptableinstallation and maintenancetechniques. The purposeof this

publication is to promote survivability among landscapeplants on non-residential

installations. Shouldtherebe any questionsregardingthe landscapingon a property

suchas installationprocedure,plant health,etc; pleasecontacta zoning inspectorat

thePlanningoffice for consultation(614-410-4600).

The benefitsof plants include the promotionof the aestheticappeal,characterand

valueof thecommunity,aswell asa reductionin noisepollution, air pollution, visual

pollution, air temperatureand light glare. Plantsbring naturalelementsandwildlife

habitats into the urban area which increasesthe quality of life for residentsand

patronsof thecommunity. Plantsarewonderful!
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Acceptable Plants

Å Most plantsin this manualhavebeenselectedbasedon good field performancein the local

environment. Severalspecieswereaddedto increasethediversityof landscapeplantswithin

Dublin. Theselists, and the majority of the manualprovide information for non-residential

properties. Additional speciesnot includedin this manualcanbeused,subjectto approvalby

City staff.

Å Proper performanceand conformanceof work will be verified by Dublin staff to these

standardsand the approvedlandscapeplans prior to occupancy. City staff also performs

periodic landscapeinspectionson all non-residentialpropertiesto ensurerequiredplantsare

thriving. Unhealthyor missingplants,asassessedby City staff, needto be replacedno later

thanthenextplantingseasonfollowing aninspection.

Å Plantquantitieson thesitemustmatchtheapprovedplan. Locationof plantson sitemustbe

similar to that on the plan. Changesto a propertyunderconstructionmustfirst be submitted

to theBuilding Permitwindow for review. PleasecontacttheDivision of Building Standards

at 614-410-4600for submittalrequirements.
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Acceptable Evergreens

Acceptable evergreen plants

Å Evergreenplantsmaybeusedfrom the following list whenscreeningvehicularuse
areas,mechanicalunits or servicestructuresfrom adjacentpropertiesor right-of-
ways. Alternativecultivarsor speciesmaybeused,subjectto approvalby Planning
staff. Evergreenshrubsmustbe a certainheightat installationandmust reachthe
height requirementas describedin the LandscapeCodewithin four years. Please
consult Dublin Code Section 153.133 or contact Planning staff for more
information. Trees and shrubs must be properly spacedso that they form a
complete,100 percentopaquehedgewithin four years. Due to the varying growth
rateandultimatespreadof treesandshrubs,spacingshouldvary accordingly.

Before After

Poor hedge maintenance Proper hedge maintenance
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Acceptable Evergreens

Scientific Name                                    Common Name 

Shrubs: 

Å Buxus microphylla Little Leaf Boxwood                  

Å Buxus sempervirens Common Boxwood                  

Å Chamaecyparis obtusa Falsecypress

Å Ilex glabra 'Chamzin' Nordic Holly

Å Ilex x meserveae Blue Holly           

Å Juniperis chinensis (many cultivars)                Chinese Juniper        

Å Juniperis scopulorum (many cultivars)            Rocky Mountain Juniper                 

Å Taxus cupsidata óCapitataôPyramidal Japanese Yew

Å Taxus x media (many cultivars) Media Yew

Å Thuja occidentalis (many cultivars)                 Dark Green Arborvitae

Trees:

Å Abies concolor White Fir                                    

Å Picea abies Norway Spruce

Å Picea glauca White Spruce 

Å Picea omorika Serbian Spruce

Å Picea pungens Colorado Spruce

Å Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas Fir

Å Tsuga canadensis Canadian Hemlock

Evergreenvarietiesnot listedherecanbesuggesteduponplanreview. City staff
ultimatelyhasfinal approvalon theuseof a species. Evergreentreescannot be
usedto providescreeningfor vehicularuseareas. Theydo provideanadequate
screenfor service structures. If the lower branchesof evergreentrees are
removed,increasingvisibility throughthebottomof theplant,evergreenshrubs,
opaquewall or fence will need to be installed to reestablishthe opacity
requirements.
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Deciduous tree list

Å Listing all acceptablecultivars of each species is difficult due to the continual
introductionof new and improvedcultivars. Feel free to proposedifferent speciesor
cultivarson the submittedlandscapeplan to promoteincreaseddiversity within the site
andthroughouttheCity. All treesplantedmusthavea normal,well-shapedandbalanced
canopy,freeof deador diseasedbranches.

Å The following list of deciduoustreesis subdividedby size: City Codemay requirea
medium or large deciduoustree in some instancesand dependingon its proposed
location. Conversely,thepresenceof overheadutilities, for instance,maydictatetheuse
of a smallertree.

Å The following trees are merely suggestionsfor plan submittal. Some trees may be
permitted to fulfill tree replacementinches,but not interior landscaperequirements.
Additionally this list is subjectto changewithout notice.
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Large Trees
 

 

 

 

Scientific name Common name 

 

Acer x freemani Freemani Maple 

Acer platanoides Norway Maple 

Acer saccharum Sugar Maple 

Betula x óAvalzamô Avalzam Birch 

Carpinus betulus European Hornbeam 

Celtis laevigata Sugar Hackberry 

Celtis occidentalis óPrairie Prideô Prairie Pride Hackberry 

Ceridiphyllum japonicum Katsuratree 

Eucommia ulmoides Hardy Rubber Tree 

Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo (male forms only please) 

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis Thornless Honeylocust 

Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky Coffeetree 

Lyquidamber styraciflua Sweetgum 

Liriodendron tulipifera Tuliptree, Yellow Poplar 

Metasequoia glyptostroboides Dawn Redwood 

Platanus x acerifolia London Planetree 

Quercus acutissima Sawtooth Oak 

Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak 

Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak 

Quercus imbricaria Shingle Oak 

Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak 

Quercus rubra Red Oak 

Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak 

Sophora japonica Japanese Pagodatree 

Taxodium distichum Common Baldcypress 

Tilia americana American Linden 

Tilia tomentosa Silver Linden 

Ulmus x spp Elm species 

Zelkova serrata Japanese Zelkova 
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Medium/Small Trees
 

 

 

 

 

Medium Trees 

 

Acer campestre Hedge Maple 

Acer truncatum Purpleblow Maple 

Betula platyphylla var. japonica Whitespire, Heritage Birch 

Cladrastis lutea American Yellowwood 

Corylus colurna Turkish Filbert 

Crataegus phaenopyrum Washington Hawthorn 

Halesia carolina Carolina Silverbell 

Koelreuteria paniculata Goldenraintree 

Nyssa sylvatica Black Gum 

Phellodendron amurense Amur Corktree 

Prunus sargentii Sargent Cherry 

 

 

 

Small Trees 

 

Acer buergerianum Trident Maple 

Acer ginnala                                          Amur Maple 

Acer tataricum                                       Tatarian Maple 

Amelanchier x grandifolia                    Apple Serviceberry 

Amelanchier laevis                               Allegheny Serviceberry 

Chionanthus vurginicus                        White Fringetree 

Cornus kousa                                        Kousa Dogwood 

Cornus mas Corneliancherry Dogwood 

Crataegus crusgalli var. inermis Thorneless Hawthorn 

Crataegus punctata var. inermis óOhio Pioneerô Hawthorn 

Crataegus viridis  óWinter Kingô Hawthorn 

Malus species Crabapple 

Ostrya virginiana American Hophornbeam 

Prunus serrulata  óKwanzanô Cherry 

Prunus virginiana óCanada Red Selectô or óSchubertô Cherry 

Syringa reticulata Japanese Tree Lilac 
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Large Trees
(50-Feet or taller)

Acer x fremanii  Fremanii Maple (Red/Silver Maple Cross) 

Culture:  very tolerant of soil conditions, tolerant of ozone and sulfur dioxide, prefers moist soils 

Disease & Insects: can get leaf galls, some scorch during sunny and high temperatures,  

Habit:  upright oval to rounded; 50ôx 40ô 

Leaf Color:  medium to dark green above, gray/silver underneath; great orange-red fall color 

 

Acer platanoides    Norway Maple 

Bark:  grayish black with ridges and shallow furrows, forms a interesting textural effect 

Culture: adapted to extremes in soils, tolerates pollution and hot, dry conditions 

Disease & Insects:  Verticillium wilt, anthracnose, some leaf scorch 

Flowers:  yellow to green-yellow, April, quite effective, one of the most showy maples 

Habit:  rounded, symmetrical crown, with very dense foliage; 50ôx 40ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green in summer; showy yellow in fall 

 

Acer saccharum   (irrigated or open areas) Sugar Maple 

Bark:  smooth gray-brown, becoming deeply furrowed, can become scaly 

Culture:  prefers well-drained soil, pH adaptable, not extremely air pollution tolerant 

Disease & Insects:  leaf scorch, Verticillium wilt 

Habit:  upright oval to rounded; 50ôx 50ô 

Leaf Color:  medium/dark green in summer; brilliant yellow, orange, and some red in fall 

 

Betula x óAvalzamô  Avalzam Birch 

Bark:  grayish with corky warts or ridges   

Culture:  grows in a wide range of soils, pH adaptable, full sun, tolerates urban conditions/pollution 

Disease & Insects:  none serious 
Fruit:  fleshy, yellow, orange-red to dark purple, September to October 

Habit:  oval; 50ôx 40ô 

Leaf Color:  thick, leathery, dark green; yellow fall color 

 

Carpinus betulus                  European Hornbeam 

Bark:  smooth, steel gray, fluted 

Culture:  tolerant of soil conditions, full sun to light shade, partially tolerant of difficult conditions 

Flowers: 1 ½ ò long, April 

Fruit:  small nutlet 

Habit:  oval rounded to rounded; 50ôx 30ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green in summer;  yellowish in fall 
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Celtis laevigata              Sugar Hackberry 

Bark:  generally smooth, usually devoid of wart-like projections associated with common hackberry 

Culture:  tolerates wet, clay soils, tolerant of urban conditions, *resistant to witchesô broom 

Fruit:  orange-red to blue-black, relished by birds 

Habit:  rounded to broad-rounded with spreading, pendulous branches; 50ôx 50ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green above, paler underneath;  good yellow fall color 

 

Celtis occidentalis óPrairie Prideô  Prairie Pride Hackberry  

Bark:  grayish with corky warts or ridges   

Culture:  grows in a wide range of soils, pH adaptable, full sun, 

tolerates urban conditions and pollution 

Disease & Insects:  none serious, resistant to witchesô broom 

Fruit:  fleshy, yellow, orange-red to dark purple, September to October 

Habit:  oval; 50ôx 40ô  

Leaf Color:  thick, leathery, dark green; yellow fall color 

 

Cercidiphyllum  japonicum               Katsuratree 

Bark:  brown, slightly shaggy on older trees 

Culture:  somewhat difficult to transplant, pH adaptable, full sun, supplemental water during drought 

Fruit:  small, Ĳò long pods, September to October 

Habit:  pyramidal in youth, pyramidal to spreading on older trees; 50ôx 30ô 

Leaf Color:  emerging red-purple, blue-green in summer; yellow to apricot-orange fall color 

 

Eucommia ulmoides                Hardy Rubber Tree 

Bark:  gray-brown, ridged and furrowed, attractive 

Culture:  transplants readily, very soil tolerant, drought resistant, pH adaptable, full sun 

Fruit:  capsule-like, 11/2ò long 

Habit:  rounded to broad spreading; 50ôx 50ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green, handsome in summer; no spectacular fall color 

 

Fraxinus americana               White Ash 

NOT TO BE PLANTED IN THE CITY OF DUBLIN UNTIL EMERALD ASH BORER IS 

ERADICATED AND DIVISION OF FORESTRY RECOMMENDS REINTRODUCTION  

Bark:  ash gray to gray-brown, furrowed into diamond-shaped areas 

Culture:  easily transplanted, wide range of soils, pH adaptable, full sun 

Diseases and Insects:  leaf rust, leaf spots, cankers, emerald ash borer, other borers, fall webworm;   

Flowers:  appearing in panicles before the leaves, April 

Habit:  upright oval to rounded; 50ôx 30ô 

Large trees
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Fraxinus pennsylvanica                Green Ash 

NOT TO BE PLANTED IN THE CITY OF DUBLIN UNTIL EMERALD ASH BORER IS 

ERADICATED AND DIVISION OF FORESTRY RECOMMENDS REINTRODUCTION  

Bark:  similar to White Ash 

Culture:  transplants readily, tolerates high pH, salt, and drought;  

Diseases and Insects:  leaf rust, leaf spots, cankers, ash borer, fall webworm;   

Habit:  upright-spreading; 50ôx 30ô 

Leaf Color:  shiny medium in summer; showy yellow fall color 

 

Ginkgo biloba                Ginkgo (plant male forms only) 
Bark:  gray-brown ridges with darker furrows 

Culture:  transplants easily, withstands almost any situation, full sun, very pH adaptable 

Diseases and Insects:  extremely free of pests 

Fruit:  *Only females get fruit.  Fleshy, putrid covering, surrounding a nut, about Ĳò, edible 

Habit:  usually pyramidal, wide spreading, wide variation; 50ôx 30ô 

Leaf Color:  bright green in summer; beautiful, showy rich yellow fall color 

 

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis  Thornless Honeylocust 

Bark:  gray-brown, long narrow scaly ridges; somewhat smooth when young 

Culture:  readily transplanted, wide range of conditions, drought tolerant, salt tolerant, full sun   

Diseases and Insects:  leaf spot, cankers, witchesô broom (not serious), webworm and spider mites 

Habit:  usually short-trunked with a rather open-spreading crown; 50ôx 30ô 

Leaf Color:  bright green in summer; yellow fall color 

 
Gymnocladus dioicus                 Kentucky Coffeetree 

Bark:  rough, hard, thin, firm and scaly ridges; very unique bark pattern 

Culture:  adaptable to different soils, drought, and city conditions, full sun; a good native tree 

Fruit:  red-brown leathery pod, 5ò to 10ò long, October 

Habit:  usually vertically ascending branches, forming a narrow, oval crown; 60ôx 40ô 

Leaf Color:  pink to purple tinged, changing to green; yellow fall color 

 

Liquidambar  styraciflua   Sweetgum 

Bark:  gray-brown to silver, deeply furrowed into narrow, rounded ridges 

Culture:  full sun, takes awhile to re-establish, does fairly well in urban settings 

Diseases and Insects:  leaf spots, scale, possibly chlorosis in poor soils 

Fruit:  capsules, 1ò to 1 İò diameter, persisting into winter; fruits fall over winter 

Habit:  upright pyramidal with a neat outline; usually a strong, central leader; 60ôx 40ô 

Large trees
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Liriodendron  tulipifera    Tuliptree, Yellow Poplar 

Bark:  grayish-brown, furrowed into close, interlacing, rounded to flat ridges 

Culture:  moist, well-drained soil, full sun, pH adaptable,  

Diseases and Insects:  cankers, leaf spots, Verticillium wilt, aphids, leaf scorch 

Flowers:  similar to a tulip flower ï 6 green-yellow petals, interior is orange, May to early June 

Fruit:  cone-like aggregate of samaras, 2ò to 3ò long, October, persisting into winter 

Habit:  pyramidal in youth maturing to oval-rounded; 70ôx35ô 

Leaf Color:  tulip-shaped, bright green in summer; golden yellow to yellow fall color 

 

Metasequoia glyptostroboides   Dawn Redwood (Deciduous) 

Bark:  reddish-brown when young, becoming darker; fissured and exfoliating 

Culture:  easy to transplant, more tolerant of chalky soils than Baldcypress, full sun 

Flowers:  up to 12ò long 

Habit:  pyramidal, developing a broad-rounded crown with age; 50ôx25ô 

Leaf Color:  bright green above, changing to brown; can be excellent orange to red-brown fall color. 

 

Platanus x acerifolia    London Planetree 

Bark:  beautiful olive-green to creamy exfoliating strips 

Culture:  easily transplanted, adaptable to a wide range of soils, pH adaptable, pollution tolerant 

Diseases and Insects:  anthracnose (usually not serious), frost cracking 

Fruit:  1ò diameter-ball, October 

Habit:  pyramidal in youth, developing into a large, open, wide-spreading crown; 50ôx35ô 

Leaf Color:  medium to dark green in summer; yellow-brown in fall 

 

Quercus acutissima    Sawtooth Oak 

Bark:  deeply ridged-furrowed, corky, ash brown on older trunks 

Culture:  easily grown, quite adaptable, transplants okay;  does well here in Dublin 

Fruit:  acorn, 1ò long 

Habit:  dense, broad pyramidal in youth, oval-rounded to broad-rounded in maturity; 50ôx35ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green in summer; good yellow to golden brown fall color 

 

Quercus bicolor    Swamp White Oak 

Bark:  flaky, grayish brown, with some white mixed in 

Culture:  fairly easy to transplant, full sun, good drought resistance 

Diseases and Insects:  anthracnose, bacterial leaf scorch, galls, gypsy moth, none real serious  

Fruit:  acorn, 1ò long 

Habit:  broad, round-topped crown; 50ôx 40ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green in summer; yellow-bronze fall color 

Large trees
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Quercus coccinea    Scarlet Oak 

Bark:  grayish brown, thin for oak, relatively smooth 

Culture:  less tolerant of growing conditions than Red Oak, likes drier sites 

Fruit:  acorn, İò to 1ò long, oval, red-brown 

Habit:  similar to Pin Oak, but more rounded with maturity; 50ôx 40ô 

Leaf Color:  glossy green in summer; scarlet fall color 

 

Quercus imbricaria     Shingle Oak 

Bark:  gray-brown, with broad, low ridges 

Culture:  easier to transplant than most oaks, full sun, tolerant of dry soils 

Fruit:  Acorn, İ ò long, red-brown scales on cap 

Habit:  pyramidal to upright-oval; 50ôx 35ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green in summer; yellow to red fall color 

 

Quercus macrocarpa    Bur Oak 

Bark:  dark gray to gray-brown, rough, with deep furrows 

Culture:  somewhat difficult to transplant, soil adaptable, tolerant of urban conditions, slow grower 

Fruit:  acorn, Ĳò to 1 İ ò long, with a hairy cup 

Habit:  weakly pyramidal to oval form; 60ôx60ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green in summer; dull yellow to yellow-brown fall color 

 

Quercus rubra                   N. Red Oak 

Bark:  flat gray with ridged and furrowed areas, becoming darker 

Culture:  transplants readily, prefers well-drained soil, acidic conditions 

Fruit:  acorn, Ĳò to 1ò long, brown with gray streaks 

Habit:  rounded, symmetrical; 60ôx 60ô  

Leaf Color:  dark green in summer; red to bright red fall color 

 

Quercus shumardii                Shumard Oak 

Bark:  grayish brown, thin, narrow ridges with age 

Culture:  relatively easy to transplant, good drought tolerance 

Habit:  broad-headed tree, developing into a wide spread; 50ôx 40ô 

Leaf Color:  leathery dark green in summer; russet-red fall color 

Large trees
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Sophora japonica              Japanese Pagodatree 

Bark:  pale grayish brown in color 

Culture:  prefers well-drained soil, withstands heat and drought, need to train/prune for central leader 

Diseases and Insects:  twig blight, powdery mildew, nothing real serious 

Flowers:  white, mildly fragrant, 6ò to 12ò panicles, July to September-may attract bees 

Fruit:  bright green-yellow pod, 3ò to 8ò long, October 

Habit:  upright spreading, broadly rounded; 50ôx 50ô 

Leaf Color:  medium green in summer; occasional muted-yellow fall color 

 

Taxodium distichum             Common Baldcypress (Deciduous) 

Bark:  reddish brown, fibrous, exfoliating 

Culture:  very adaptable to both wet and dry conditions, full sun, good drainage preferred 

Diseases and Insects:  twig blight, small cankers, cypress moth 

Flowers:  4ò to 5ò long panicles, March to April 

Fruit:  cones, globular, İò to 1ò long, green to purple, resinous 

Habit:  pyramidal, lofty; 60ôx 30ô 

Leaf Color:  bright yellow-green in spring, darkens in summer; russet, soft brown fall color 

 

Til ia americana                        American Linden 

Bark:  gray to brown, many long, narrow, flat-topped scaly ridges 

Culture:  transplants readily, pH adaptable, full sun to partial shade, adaptable to different soils 

Diseases and Insects:  leaf blight, canker, Japanese beetle, thrips, galls 

Flowers:  pale yellow, İò wide, fragrant, mid to late June 

Fruit:  nut-like structure, İò long 

Habit:  tall, stately tree, with low, spreading branches, somewhat rounded crown; 60ôx 35ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green above, paler underneath; pale yellow fall color 

 

Tilia  tomentosa              Silver Linden 

Bark:  light gray and smooth, becoming gray-brown, ridged and furrowed 

Culture:  :  transplants readily, pH adaptable, full sun to partial shade, adaptable to different soils 

Flowers:  yellowish-white, fragrant, late June to early July 

Fruit:  egg-shaped, 3/8ò long 

Habit:  pyramidal when young, oval with age; 50ô x 40ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green above, silvery-fuzz below; decent yellow fall color 

 

 

Large trees
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Ulmus x spp.     Elm Species (general characteristics)  
Bark:  dark gray, with broad, deep, intersecting ridges, sometimes scaly 

Culture:  easily transplanted, tolerant of a wide variety of conditions, good salt/pH tolerance 

Diseases and Insects:  use cultivars resistant to Dutch Elm Disease 

Flowers:  green to greenish red, March to April; lusterôs August to September 

Fruit:  samara, İò long May through June; September to October  

Habit:  vase-shaped form, widely spreading form, and narrow forms; 60ôx 45ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green in summer; yellow in fall  

 
Zelkova serrata    Japanese Zelkova 

Bark:  cherry-like in youth, red-brown, gray-brown with age 

Culture:  transplants readily, pH adaptable, wind and drought tolerant, decent pollution tolerance  

Diseases and Insects: elm leaf beetle, and Japanese beetle 

Fruit:  small, kidney bean-shaped drupe, ıò across, fall 

Habit:  low-branched, vase-shaped in youth, similar form with ascending branches in maturity; 

60ôx 40ô 

Leaf Color:  dark green in summer; yellow-orange-brown fall color 

Large trees
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